
 
 

Project Purple 

Project Purple, an initiative of The Herren Project, is the first anti-substance abuse awareness 
program that addresses the key interests of those willing to help, and they are: 

 

Project Purple addresses the seriousness of the problem 

• 90% of addictions get their start in the teenage years.  

– The Partnership at Drugfree.org 

 

• More than 2,000 kids use a prescription drug to get high for the first time each day. 

– The Partnership at Drugfree.org 

 

• Each day over 4,050 children under the age of 18 use an illicit drug for the first time.   

       – SAMHSA, 2010 

 

• 20.5 million people age 12 or older need treatment for an illicit drug or alcohol use problem but do not 

receive treatment.     – SAMHSA, 2010 

 

• Unintential drug poisoning is now the leading cause of accidental death in the US. 70 people die each 

day, surpassing car accidents.  

– The Partnership at Drugfree.org 

Project Purple incorporates personal experience with substance abuse 

Chris Herren, a 6’2” guard from Fall River, MA scored 2,073 career points while at Durfee High School.  Herren 
was a Boston Globe, Gatorade player of the year and a McDonald’s All American, recruited by the nation’stop 
Division 1 basketball programs. Chris began to drink and smoke in high school and his drug use escalated in 
college when introduced to cocaine. After breaking his wrist during his first collegiate game, Herren was 
sidelined by his injury and failed multiple drug tests. Chris left Boston College and went on to play at Fresno 
State where he led the nation in assists. Off the court he continued to struggle with substance abuse and 
entered his first rehabilitation program just prior to senior year. 
 
Herren was drafted in the 2nd Round of the 1999 NBA Draft and played for the Denver Nuggets his rookie year 
prior to being traded to the Boston Celtics in 2000. Introduced to Oxycontin the summer prior to his year with 
the Celtics, his drug use increased while playing basketball overseas in five countries including Italy, Poland, 
Turkey, China and Iran.Chris was found overdosed in his car on June 4, 2008 and started his journey to 
recovery. Drug-free and alcohol-free since August 1, 2008 Chris has refocused his life to put his sobriety and 
family above all else. Chris travels to country to share his story in the hopes of reaching just one person and 
saving a life. 



 
 
Project Purple connects with young people 
 
Chris Herren’s story and message that “It is never too late” resonates with audiences. Across the country 
schools, colleges and community groups facilitate and fund programs targeting substance abuse with the 
hopes of educating audiences on the risks and dangers of substance abuse. Chris Herren’s hard-hitting 
message and delivery focuses on his personal struggle with alcohol and drugs while touching on other issues 
surrounding adolescents including peer pressure,bullying and cutting. The end result is the clear message that 
“You do not need drugs and alcohol to change who you are, you are perfect just the way you are.” The Project 
Purple initiative encourages teens and people of all ages to be “True to themselves, celebrate life and support 
one another.” 
 
 
Project Purple has a proven track record 
 
Chris Herren has spoken to over 150,000 people in the past year alone and thousands of individuals have 
come forward seeking help.Chris Herren’s story and his rise from the depths of addiction were captured 
through the publication of the book, Basketball Junkie and the release of the ESPN award winning 
documentary, UnGuarded.The Herren Project was formed to increase education and public awareness on the 
dangers of substance abuse and to help those suffering from addiction through a combination of treatment, 
support and public awareness.Project Purple isan anti-substance abuse campaign geared towards young 
people designed to break the stigma of addiction, bring awareness to the dangers of substance abuse and 
shed light on effective treatment practices. 
 
 
Project Purple has access to the national sports power infrastructure 
 
Sharing his story on a national platform, Chris has teamed with professional sports organizations including the 
NFL and NBA, furthering his message on the dangers of substance abuse. Additionally, The Herren Project 
has successfully partnered with Under Armour, MD Ballers and other nationally recognized brands to develop 
clothing and product lines highlighting the Project Purple initiative.  
 
 
Project Purple is cost effective 
 
The Herren Projects programs and Project Purple initiative are a direct response to the increasing number of 
young people across the United States that are experimenting, using and suffer from addiction to drugs and 
alcohol; or are at risk for such abuse. The Herren Project offers at-risk youth the opportunity to make a 
dramatic change in their lives. The education and prevention programs and initiatives are positioned to be most 
accessible to young people who would otherwise be swept into the juvenile court system, frequent discipline at 
school, lifelong addictions, or even death. 

 

 

 
 
 


